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THE DEPARTING PRESIDENT’S FINAL MESSAGE
Aloha fellow Superintendents and Members of the HGCSA,
The torch has been officially passed on to our next President, and I would like say that I believe our organization’s
future couldn’t be brighter. Les Jeremiah brings to the table the kind of energy and enthusiasm that our association needs in
order to lead us through the next chapter of the Association’s journey. The newly elected Board will bring new life and ideas,
with Derrick Watts and Kekoa Willing coming on as the Vice President and Treasurer, respectively. This infusion of new blood
is precisely what our organization needs to perpetuate itself and provide direction for future generations of superintendents.
Congratulations to all of the new Board members, and thank you for stepping up and answering the call!
A lot has happened over the past two years. We were able to avoid having our hard earned treasury go the way that
so many other investments have gone over the last 18 months, thanks to a lot of hard work by our Executive Director, coupled
with a little luck. We were also successful in transitioning from an organization that dealt primarily with superintendent-type
matters; to one will have direct input into shaping the future of Hawaii’s golfing industry. HGCSA is now a voting member of
the Hawaii Golf Alliance (HGA), and our expertise will be called upon to assist in helping our ailing industry survive and
recover.
While a lot of things went well for us, I realize there are issues we still haven’t resolved. One is the aligning of benefits
to meet the needs of the members. While we tried to expand our services in the area of training and GCSAA and pesticide
points for superintendents, there’s still more that could have been done. I feel we could have put more effort into trying to
determine what other services would help make membership more beneficial. Another is bringing our members closer and
strengthening the bonds among superintendents. These are two areas I feel we did not address successfully, and I hope the
next Administration will be able to place more emphasis on them. Reflecting on what I perceived to be my objectives for the
organization, I guess what I tried to do was maintain what previous administrations had established and insure that the ball
wasn’t dropped during my time as President. While I feel that we were largely able to accomplish this, I realize that I lacked
the energy and motivation necessary to fulfill all of the needs of the organization.
I am very thankful for the support that each and every one of you gave me over the past two years. I sincerely feel
that I couldn’t have survived my term without it. I would also like to recognize the efforts of the Board, and thank them for all
their support. With their help and guidance, I was able to gain the confidence and wisdom necessary to carry out the duties of
the President. I was able to draw upon the experience and expertise of two of the senior Board members in particular, and I
feel their names are worth mentioning here. Russ Dooge’s calming demeanor and his sense that matters weren’t a matter of
life-or-death helped me to step back and take a better look at an issue before making a hasty decision. And Clarence
Nakatsukasa’s meticulous attention to details in conducting all business matters important to the Association really helped to
make my time in office as easy as possible for making sound business decisions. In fact, I believed his efforts to be so important
that I proposed he be recognized with a Lifetime Service Award. Apparently, the Board felt similarly because they were able to
quickly and unanimously approve the nomination. Another individual I would like to recognize for contributions that were
extremely beneficial to our organization is Mr. Al Kakazu. Al has been the impetus for putting on the Annual Dinner that
coincides with the national conference and tradeshow. His efforts are so beneficial to the Board that we no longer have to
worry about ensuring that the members are treated to a first-class welcoming when they arrive at the site. The Dinner is
something the Board has always considered to be an important benefit provided to the members, and Al has made it one of the
highlights for those attending the show. All this, plus the comfort he provided me personally by always being ready to step up
and provide whatever assistance the Association needed, helped to make my job as President so much easier. For all his efforts
the Board again unanimously approved my nomination of Mr. Kakazu, this time for a Meritorious Service Award; an award
which he is most deserving of.
It was truly an honor and a privilege to be able to serve all of you as your President. I feel this experience has helped
me to grow both professionally and personally, and the bonds that I have formed as a result of my participation on the Board
will be ones that I will cherish forever. I look forward to continuing to serve in whatever capacity I am able to, and I am very
appreciative for the opportunities that the Association has afforded to me.
Bob.
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The #3 hole at the Hoakalei Golf Club in Ewa Beach, on the island of Oahu. Golf Course Superintendent Kekoa Willing and
Assistant Golf Course Superintendent Ian Hunt.
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And The New H.G.C.S.A. President Is… By: Les Jeremiah Jr.
I would like to thank all of you for allowing me to be your next President. It will be an honor as well as a great learning experience for me to
help lead the H.G.C.S.A. through the next two years. Although I already know many of you, I thought it would only be right to give a brief
introduction of myself.
I started off my career just over 20 years ago as a driving range attendant/maintenance person for a small Par 3 golfing facility on the
Windward side of Oahu called Bay View Golf Course. I had just barely made 15 years old when I started there. I would work in the afternoons and
nights after school and all day on the weekends. I had no idea, at the time that this would guide me towards my profession. Who really knows what
they want to do during their teenage years. Anyway, I learned how to do a wide range of things like walk mowing greens, changing holes, spraying
chemicals, and doing small repairs on equipment. In 1992 was introduced to the big leagues and got a section job during the opening stages of the
then called Minami (Ko’olau) Golf Course and got to work with Golf Course Superintendent, Sean Hoolahan; C.G.C.S. whom many of you may
already know. I was so fascinated with his knowledge and expertise that I knew right then and there, that I also wanted to become a Golf Course
Superintendent. From there my journey began. I was eager to learn and do whatever I needed to do to accomplish this goal, all the while trying to
work and support my family. (3 handsome boys and 2 beautiful girls)
I began to do whatever I could to learn more. I enrolled and graduated from the Turf, Landscape, and Agricultural Technology programs on
the University of Hawaii; Windward Community College campus of Oahu and attended any classes or seminars that could help me stay educated on
current trends and advances in technology for turfgrass management. I would also consult and network with as many superintendents, vendors, and
other professionals within our industry to help me gain a better understanding of our field and its daily challenges.
I continued my journey working under Golf Course Superintendent, Kalani Voeller during the construction phase at Waikele as a laborer,
then went back to Bay View Golf Course full-time and became a Golf Course Supervisor there for a few years. Bay View closed down and was
renovated in 1996. I was fortunate and got to work under Curtis Kono and helped him to grow in the new Bay View Golf Park facility. After Curtis
moved to Oahu Country Club, I took over as Golf Course Superintendent and remained there for the next few years. I then moved over to Lanai to
take an Assistant Golf Course Superintendent’s job under the late Earl Mamuad and Russ Dooge; C.G.C.S. at the Challenge at Manele, Nicklaus
course. Still craving for more, I left Lanai and went over to the Makena Resort Golf Courses on Maui and was privileged to work under Golf Course
Superintendent, Dan Honma and consultant Bob Itamoto. There I learned more about resort golf course operations, golf course construction, and
grow-in. I returned to Lanai in 2002 to become the Superintendent for the Experience at Koele and its’ resort and city landscaping operations. Still
wanting more, while at Koele, I began consulting in Guam for a 27-hole golf facility called the Starts Guam Golf Resort. I would fly there for 4-5 days
at a time, every 1-2 months, on a seven hour flight. Boy was that interesting. A place so far away, but so similar. In 2006, my fellow superintendent and
close friend on Lanai, Earl Mamuaud from the Challenge at Manele, became ill and passed on. I was then called to the task of handling both golf
courses. I ended my consulting and concentrated strictly on the golf courses here on Lanai from then until now.
It has been a great adventure for me thus far with the economy bottoming out, being your previous vice-president, handling both courses,
supporting my family and finances, and finalizing the G.C.S.A.A. Certification process, but in the end, I know it’s all worth it.
I would like to thank all of our members for continuing to support our organization. I hope to work closely with all of you and would like
to hear any of your ideas or concerns that may help us better the H.G.C.S.A. organization. My contact information is as follows: (808)-565-4172 office,
(808) 559-4172 cellular, ljeremiah@castlecooke.com is my e-mail.
Once again, a big mahalo and aloha to all of you! I look forward to hearing from you and seeing you soon.
Les Jeremiah Jr.
H.G.C.S.A. President
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Methyl Bromide Update From: T.J. Swaford
This is an update regarding important developments relating to the phase out of methyl bromide.
In response to the U.S. EPA’s demand for the immediate cancellation of some uses of methyl bromide, the registrants have proposed for an orderly
cancellation of certain non-cue uses which would keep golf courses on the MeBr label until 2014. The EPA has initially turned down this proposal and is
demanding an immediate cancellation timetable that does not allow sufficient time for affected users to adjust their operations or implement alternatives.
EPA’s demand for immediate cancellation for golf courses and athletic fields is unsupported and appears to be driven by incorrect assumptions regarding
the availability and effectiveness of suitable alternatives.
Now, more than ever, your support for this effective and necessary product is needed. Please contact your Congressmen and Senators and ask for their
assistance in forcing EPA to consider a fair and equitable phase out of this product.
In addition, the GCSAA has posted a grassroots action alert on gcsaa.org. They have made it easy to contact your congressman or senator and have also
attached a correspondence letter. Please refer to http://capwiz.com/gcsaa/issues/alert/?alertid=14119511.
Thank you in advance for your support and efforts in this matter.
Kindest Regards,
TJ Swaford
Hendrix and Dail, Inc.
7610 US Highway 41 North
Palmetto, Fl 34221
800-726-5215
Fax 941-729-2814
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The #5 hole on the Kapalua Bay course on Maui. A before photo during its renovation.

The #5 hole on the Kapalua Bay Course after renovation. Golf Course Superintendent Derrick Watts.
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Will Firm and Fast Last? By: Larry Gilhuly
Earlier this year one of the best changes in golf rating history occurred with Golf Digest (insert link to GS
Record opinion article) instructing their course raters to focus on “firm and fast” conditions rather than green
and lush. This quantum leap to turf growth conditions that mirror most golf courses in Great Britain and many
others around the world is a great step in the right direction, but the question that has yet to be answered is,
“Will those that play the game in North America follow the lead of Golf Digest and understand (accept) this
concept of playing conditions first with visual conditions given a secondary role?”
There has perhaps never been a better time for golfers throughout the entire North American continent to truly
understand how much less expensive it is to maintain an 18 hole golf course when water is reduced along with
fertilizer. The current economic issues at most golf courses in the US and Canada have many facilities simply
struggling to survive. With the “900 pound gorilla” being the cost of labor to maintain any golf course, many
have dropped the size of their staff that has also resulted in a reduction in maintenance frequencies (mowing
operations, course setup, bunker care, etc.) related to play areas “down-the-middle”. But how can staff
frequencies be reduced noticeably (other than non-turf bunkers) on growing turfgrass without a corresponding
reduction in irrigation and especially fertilizer levels? For the larger turf areas (fairways and roughs) that use
the most of these commodities the answer is very simple – they cannot! Therefore, the answer is very simple –
firm and fast!
But here is the question. While there is no doubt that the game of golf is meant for firm and fast conditions and
players will enjoy seeing their golf balls go farther, will they be able to accept the color of brown on their golf
course? Can they understand that a little bit of brown truly lowers the cost of golf course maintenance and is
the right approach in our current economic times? It is hoped that players on all golf courses at all levels truly
do understand that this is absolutely the prime time to make this change and move in the direction of our
cousins on the other side of the Atlantic. Former National Director of the USGA Green Section Al Radko had it
right in his 1970’s classic article in the USGA Journal. The title said it all – “Green Is Not Great!” Never has
been and never will.
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The Annual H.G.C.S.A. Tournament at the Hawaii Prince Golf Club

Mahalo to all of our tournament sponsors (from left to right) See Ba Thee; Ali’i Turf, Ed Aiu; Pacific Golf & Turf, Mark Berry; Water Controls,
Leonard Smith; Hawthorne Pacific Corp., Ken Findeisen; Hawaii Grower Products Inc., Judy Nakamura; Takano Nakamura,
Danny Ramos; D.H.R.Construction, Al Kakazu; B.Hayman Co., and Rob Dunford; Crop Production Services.

(From left to right) A Flight - Glenn Kakuni, B Flight - Marvin Teruya, Guest Flight - Larry Conkings, C Flight - Warren Okouchi, and
Low Gross Champion - Curtis Kono (73).
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Al Kakazu is honored with a Meritorious Service Award by the H.G.C.S.A. for all of his continuous efforts.

Clarence Nakatsukasa is honored with a Lifetime Service Award for all of his continued efforts and assistance with the H.G.C.S.A.
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(From left to right) Dan Honma, Russell Higa, Clarence Nakatsukasa, and Lorna Nishihara
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Serving Hawaii for Over 20 Years
On‐Site Repairs ‐ Statewide Coverage
Honored to Support the Hawaii State Golf Course Superintendents
Association
Jacobsen, Cushman, & Ryan Turf & Industrial Equipment, Yamaha Golf Cars & Utility Vehicles, Turfco
Topdressers, Smithco Bunker Rakes & Vacuums, National Reel Mowers, Tru-Turf Greens Rollers, Buffalo
Blowers, Vermeer Chippers, Hustler Zero Turn Mowers, Progressive Contour Rotaries, Graden Verticutters,
Neary Grinders, Vertidrain Deep Tine Aerators, Carraro Tractors, and More!
94‐062 Leokane St • Waipahu, HI 96797 • Ph (808) 671‐2811 • Fax (808) 677‐4961
Inter‐island Toll Free (800) 628‐9328

Beyond the Stimpmeter

by Dr. Micah Woods

In my work I have the chance to use different measuring devices and meters to measure various turfgrass performance characteristics. Every
golf course superintendent is familiar with the Stimpmeter, and probably has one at the course. Here is some information about three other types of
meters that golf course superintendents may find useful.
Chlorophyll Meter
The CM-1000 is a meter from Spectrum Technologies that measures the chlorophyll index of the grass. I think this is an especially interesting
device because it gives a reading that tells us two very useful things. First, the chlorophyll index reading on the CM-1000 is basically the color of the
grass — how green are the leaves? And because golfers care about the color of the grass, using of the CM-1000 allows the superintendent to measure
the color and to determine how different maintenance practices may influence the color of the grass. And this chlorophyll index is more sensitive
(and more accurate) than what I have been able to see with my eyes. Dr. Larry Stowell at the PACE Turf Research Institute in San Diego did some
testing a few years ago with applications of iron to grass, and the CM-1000 meter was able to measure color differences from the iron applications
more accurately than what was visible to the human eye. In some grass evaluations at Hong Kong, I have seen that the CM-1000 is able to measure
the color difference between different grass varieties, and also has measured the changes in grass color as influenced by the weather which leads to
the second very useful thing that I like to use this meter for — we can use the chlorophyll reading as an index of the grass health.
If we take any two grasses, usually the one that is greener is going to be more actively growing and is going to be healthier. So if the grass
chlorophyll index starts to decline, this meter can detect the decline before we can see it with our eyes. What influences the grass color? Some of the
main factors would be nitrogen, soil moisture, mowing height, and traffic stress. These factors that influence the grass color (and health) can be
managed more precisely if a CM-1000 is used to monitor changes in the chlorophyll content of the grass.

(Continued on next page)
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Soil Moisture Meter
A digital soil moisture meter can be an especially valuable tool. I have made use of these devices to determine the soil moisture content and
then used that information to help with irrigation scheduling decisions. The wilting point of grass will depend on the soil type at any individual golf
course, but we can expect that at about 10% volumetric soil moisture content, the grass may be close to the wilting point. After a heavy rainfall the
soil soil will be at field capacity, and that may be somewhere from 30 to 40% soil moisture content. Again, the amount of water in the soil after a rain
will also depend on the soil at your course.
Basically, we have soil moisture that will range from about 35% when wet down to about 10% when the soil is quite dry and close to wilting.
When we use a soil moisture meter, we can determine where our soils are on that gradient of soil moisture, we can identify where the dry spots are
before we can see them with our eyes, and we can apply water more precisely than if we did not have such a meter. I have used three different
models that all work well, although if you have salinity problems, you won’t want to use the Field Scout TDR meter, as salts in the soil can cause
errors in the soil moisture readings with that meter. Here are three meters that I have used:
Hydrosense from Campbell Scientific
ThetaProbe from Delta-T devices
Field Scout TDR-100 or TDR-300 from Spectrum Technologies

Tru-Firm testing on a green.
Tru-Firm
The Tru-Firm is a new meter that is designed to measure the firmness of a golf playing surface. It is probably most useful on greens, but can
also be used in bunkers to determine if fried egg lies will occur, and the meter can be used for fairways and approach firmness measurements as
well. There have been a couple articles about the Tru-Firm in the USGA Green Section Record and there was an article about it in the New York Times
during the US Open this June; the Tru-Firm is available for purchase from the USGA and was developed by Dr. Matthew Pringle, senior research
engineer with the USGA. Dr. Pringle usually tests golf clubs or golf balls, and not turfgrass, but the Tru-Firm is a really interesting device.
It involves the dropping of a cylinder with the end shaped like a golf ball onto the ground, and the meter records exactly how far the
cylinder penetrated into the ground. Basically it measures how deep the ballmark is. This is not a meter that is needed at every course, but I think
for courses that host professional tournaments, the Tru-Firm would be a very useful tool. Maintenance practices such as irrigation, rolling,
aerification, verticutting, topdressing, and even mowing height can have an impact on the firmness of the playing surface. Using the Tru-Firm can
help a superintendent manage the playing surface by measuring how the firmness changes with different maintenance activities.
These meters are not for every golf course, but for some facilities these meters would be useful in the management and scheduling of
maintenance activities, with the result being a more consistent playing surface. By carefully monitoring the leaf chlorophyll and the soil moisture, it
may be possible to slightly reduce the irrigation and fertilizer inputs too. And that could save some money, which is important because the meters
are not cheap. The CM-1000 is about $3,000, the soil moisture meters are approximately $1000 or more, and the Tru-Firm is almost $9,000 (like I said,
not for every golf course!).
Dr. Micah Woods (micah@asianturfgrass.com) is the Research Director of the Asian Turfgrass Center (www.asianturfgrass.com).
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The #12 hole on The Challenge at Manele Bay; Four Seasons Resort Golf Course on Lanai. Golf Course Superintendent
Les Jeremiah Jr., Assistant Golf Course Superintendent Dennis Navarro, and Golf Course Supervisor Gimo Ancheta.
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