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Starting Early ‐ Deytin Jeremiah at Age 2

Sup’s Scoop
Russ Dooge Named Golf Course
Superintendent of the Year for 2009
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Fellow Superintendents and Members of the HGCSA,
Happy New Year to all of you! 2009 was a rough year for most, but hopefully, 2010 should be a better year
for all of us. Over the past two years, people throughout the world have had to re-evaluate their operations by
carefully evaluating their standards and priorities and carefully scrutinizing their budgets by reviewing every
business expense possible to gain some sort of profit or just to break even. I personally know and believe that
everyone, including myself, has become smarter because of this. It has forced all of us to rethink our strategies and
priorities and remember what the main goal is. Not only to keep the golf courses green and playable, but to make
money for our owners or investors.
I would like to personally congratulate Mr. Russ Dooge; C.G.C.S. for being nominated “Golf Course
Superintendent of the Year for 2009” at the Ho’olaule’a Awards presentation at the Hawaii Convention Center on
Oahu. Russ is a veteran in our industry and has been a vital component in keeping our organization pro-active
and affiliated with the G.C.S.A.A. and he consistently helps to coordinate educational opportunities and events for
our members. Keep up the great work!
I would also like to once again thank Clarence Nakatsukasa and Al Kakazu for all of your past and present
efforts and contributions given to the H.G.C.S.A. They were also recognized for their work at the Ho’olaule’a
Awards Presentation. Well done!
The Annual G.I.S. show and Conferences held in San Diego was also a success. Many superintendents and
vendors enjoyed this venue as it is always nicer to attend conferences closer to Hawaii. This year’s conferences
were more condensed and did not offer any seminars on Wednesday and Thursday, with only a 6 hour seminar
maximum option on Friday. This was done to help interested parties focus their attention on the trade show and
provide more value to vendors. Overall the GCSAA was pleased to find that their attendance expectations were
exceeded.
The Annual HGCSA dinner was held at the Coronado’s Boathouse on Coronado Island. It was an
awesome venue selected by Al Kakazu. Everyone seemed very pleased, content and satisfied. On behalf of myself
and the board, I would like to extend our deepest gratitude to all of our sponsors that help to make this event
possible.
In closing, I would like to thank all of the members for your continued support with our organization.
Again if there is anything the board or I can do to address your concerns or just to talk and share a few ideas,
please do not hesitate to contact us. Until then, everyone stay focused and keep our industry strong and lively.
With Warmest Aloha to All,
Les Jeremiah Jr.
H.G.C.S.A. President
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The #14 hole at the Nanea Golf Club on the Big Island of Hawaii. Head Golf Course Superintendent Clint Tolbert and Assistant
Golf Course Superintendent Matt Kaili.
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Photos from the Hawaii Convention Center Ho’olaule’a Awards on Oahu

Russ Dooge and his wife Shal. (Above Photo). Russ was awarded Golf Course Superintendent of the Year for 2009.

(Left photo) Clarence Nakatsukasa and his wife Jean. Clarence was the recipient of Lifetime Achievement Award. (Right photo) Al Kakazu and his wife
Michelle. Al was the recipient of a Meritorious Service Award.
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Serving Hawaii for Over 20 Years
On‐Site Repairs ‐ Statewide Coverage
Honored to Support the Hawaii State Golf Course Superintendents Association
Jacobsen, Cushman, & Ryan Turf & Industrial Equipment, Yamaha Golf Cars & Utility Vehicles, Turfco
Topdressers, Smithco Bunker Rakes & Vacuums, National Reel Mowers, Tru-Turf Greens Rollers, Buffalo
Blowers, Vermeer Chippers, Hustler Zero Turn Mowers, Progressive Contour Rotaries, Graden Verticutters, Neary
Grinders, Vertidrain Deep Tine Aerators, Carraro Tractors, and More!
94‐062 Leokane St • Waipahu, HI 96797 • Ph (808) 671‐2811 • Fax (808) 677‐4961
Inter‐island Toll Free (800) 628‐9328

The Newly Renovated #15 hole on the South Course at Makena Beach & Golf Resort on Maui. Golf Course Superintendent Oswaldo Cardenas and Assistant
Golf Course Superintendent Elden Mahelona
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Hydrauleak – A Method to Speed Recovery By: Larry Gilhuly, Northwest Director
Admit it. Every superintendent has been there when it comes to the use of mowers with hydraulic fluid -- a drip, a narrow
line or a massive blowout. Hydraulic leaks happen with every type of mower on golf courses, with the heat of the oil causing
turf loss that often results in lasting visual turf loss for weeks or months, based on the time of the occurrence. Here in the
Pacific Northwest we are in the "please don’t blow" phase of mowing, as any hydraulic leak at this time of the year will
require months of recovery. This occurred recently at my home course due to the failure of an equipment alarm and the fact
that the crew had to mow in the dark (early AM shotguns can cause problems!). Regardless of how it happened, the response
by CGCS Scott Young, his assistants Mike Cupit and Jeff Jackson and the maintenance staff, may lead to a method that you
can use when a similar incident occurs -- without resodding or seeding. Interested? Read on for a step-by-step method to fix
the damage caused by a stream of hydraulic oil from a triplex mower on a putting green.

Once the damage had occurred on two greens in late September, it was too late to seed. With the damage being just a narrow
line -- not more than ¼-1/2" wide -- the idea of narrow resodding was also dismissed. After putting their heads together, the
group came up with a 9-step program (not as bad as it sounds!) to bring the weak areas back to normal playing condition. Full
visual recovery by the end of November is expected, or approximately 6 weeks, when growth has greatly reduced. Here is
how they did it, with the photo showing the key items used for the process.
1.

Using a standard edger on the oil lines did not produce a wide enough line to remove the damaged area. A
second blade was attached, resulting in the physical removal of nearly all of the oil-damaged lines.

2.

A back pack blower removed all of the debris from the edging operation.

3.

A large, 4-pronged pinching device (looks like a ball mark repair tool on steroids!) was then used to push the
sides of the narrow trough that was created by the edger.

4.

A smaller, pincher-type ball mark repair tool with four pinching points further pushed the two sides even closer
together. Note the photo shows these two units in operation.

5.

Sand topdressing was then applied by hand to the repaired, narrow areas to enhance smoothness.

6.

A shovel was used to remove excess sand.

7.

A broom was used to finish the smoothing operation.

8.

The line was rolled with a putting green roller.

9.

The line was mowed to remove any remaining debris.
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(Continued from page 8)

The entire process was completed on two greens in two days. Normally, in our area, these oil lines would remain well into the
next spring with the surfaces impacted both visually and in regard to ball roll. The ball roll issue was taken care of
immediately, while the visual issue should be gone sometime in late November. If you have a similar type of leak on your
greens, consider this hydraul-eek solution. Or, use the best solution – mow with walking mowers!
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Evaluation of Pre-emergent Herbicides for Goosegrass Control (Eleusine indica)
Norman M. Nagata, Extension Agent, University of Hawaii, Project Investigator
Earl Fujitani, Agricultural Technician, University of Hawaii
Ron Kubo, Superintendent, Waiehu Golf Course, County of Maui
Bob Yonahara, Noxious Weed Specialist, Hawaii Department of Agriculture
Jamie Clark, Maui Office Manager/Sales, Crop Production Services
PROJECT SUMMARY
In May 2009, a field test was conducted to evaluate several pre-emergent herbicides (Pendulum AquaCap, Tower, Pendulum/Tower combinations, Freehand,
Ronstar, Barricade) for goosegrass control in turfgrass. The test was conducted at the County of Maui’s Waiehu Golf Course on a common bermudagrass
rough. The site was heavily infested (80-100%) with mature goosegrass that had been growing and producing seeds for several years, with sparse
bermudagrass growth. The test consisted of 4’ x 4’ plots, arranged in randomized complete blocks with 4 replicates. All existing goosegrass and other weeds
were hand-weeded; however, goosegrasses began germinating in many of these plots prior to the initiate of the test.
To deal with the emergence of new weed seedlings, the post-emergent herbicide Revolver (26.2 fl oz/acre) with Spreader 90 (8 fl oz/100 gal) were either
mixed with the pre-emergent herbicides (Pendulum AquaCap, Tower, Pendulum/Tower combinations, Ronstar, Barricade) and sprayed at 40 gal/acre with a
CO2 backpack sprayer, equipped with a 4-nozzle boom (1.5' spacing, TeeJet 8002VS flat spray nozzle, check-valve strainer) at 40 psi or sprayed prior to the
application of the granular pre-emergent herbicide (Freehand) to ensure that the data was based on seedlings that germinated after the application of preemergent herbicides. The granular Freehand was applied with a shaker bottle in two directions to obtain uniform coverage. A week later, Trimec Plus (5 fl
oz/1 gal/1,000 ft2) and Spreader 90 (8 fl oz/100 gal) were broadcast sprayed over plots to ensure that all goosegrass and broadleaf weeds were killed.
Data on goosegrass counts (% infestation) or % control were taken every 3 weeks for 3 months (Table 1). Herbicides providing greater than 90% control for
“weed emergence” at 12 WAT were: both combinations of Pendulum + Tower > Ronstar > Barricade. The efficacy of the other herbicides was: Freehand >
Pendulum > Tower (2 rates). No broadleaf weeds became establish in this test. This data should help in developing a herbicide rotational program to prevent
the possible development of resistance to the use of a single product. Field days were held on July 17 (~6 weeks after treatment) and September 1(~12 WAT)
to allow the golf and landscape industries to observe the results of this test.

Table 1. Results of pre‐emergent herbicide test for goosegrass control.

TREATMENT & RESULTS
PRE‐EMERGENT
HERBICIDE
(rate/acre)1,2
1. Control
2. Pendulum AquaCap 3.2 pt
3. Tower
1.3 pt
4. Tower
2.0 pt
5. Pendulum AquaCap 3.2 pt
Tower
1.3 pt
6. Pendulum AquaCap 3.2 pt
Tower
2.0 pt
7. Ronstar 50 WSP
6.0 lb
8. Freehand
200 lb
9. Barricade 65WG 2.3 lb

Data3
7/14/09 (6WAT)
# Weeds (% Cont.)
328.8
106.3
223.8
152.5
4.8

(na)
(67.7%)
(31.9%)
(53.6%)
(96.5%)

5.5

(95.9%)

7.8 (94.3%)
39.8 (70.6%)
19.3 (85.8%)

8/26 (12WAT)
# Weeds (% Cont.)
% Coverage
Control4
194.5 (na)
20.0%
54.0 (72.2%)
75.0%
126.5 (35.0%)
58.7%
82.8 (57.5%)
65.0%
10.0 (94.9%)
91.2%
12.0 (93.8%)

87.5%

15.0 (92.3)
25.8 (86.8)
17.0 (91.3)

90.0%
77.5%
78.7%

1

June 2, Revolver (1.6 pt/A) + Spreader 90 (8 fl oz/100 gal) applied with pre‐emergent herbicides & controls at 40 gal/acre to control
goosegrass and broadleaf weed seedlings that germinated in test plots prior to treatment.
June 10, Trimec Plus (5 fl oz/1 gal/1,000 ft2) + Spreader 90 applied to ensure the control of weed seedlings.
3
Data collected from the center 3’x 3’ area of each plot.
4
Data between coverage & # weeds differ due to the size (younger vs. older weeds) of these individual weeds in these plots.
2

Mahalo to BASF Corp. and the County of Maui for supporting this project.
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Photos of Golf’s Greats at the Wendy’s Champions Skin Game Played at the Royal
Kaanapali Golf Course on Maui. Photos courtesy of Ed Kageyama via Craig Trenholme

Tom Watson & Jack Nicklaus take home $350,000 and the champion trophy in the 2010 Wendy’s Champions Skins Game held at Kaanapali, Maui.

Jack tees it up on the Royal Kaanapali Course.

Jack Nicklaus sinking his birdie putt at Royal Kaanapali Golf Course in Lahaina Maui. Senior Superintendent of Golf Courses Craig Trenholme,
Golf Course Superintendent Calvin Poouahi and Assistant Golf Course Superintendent Wayne Carrol.
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The Experience @ Farmlinks By: Matt Ellis
Alabama is one of the top golf destinations in the country, most notably for the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail. The Experience at Farmlinks is
another golf destination that is growing in popularity among Golf Course Management Professionals around the country. Established in 1999 in
Sylacuga Alabama, Farmlinks is a unique customer focused educational facility in partnership with some of the top names and innovators in the
industry with a 1 of a kind research and demonstration facility, an 18-hole, 7,444 yard championship golf course with first class accommodations
and southern hospitality. Thanks to the Toro Company & Kona Irrigation, Les Jeremiah Jr. (Manele/Koele on Lanai), Orlando Baraoidan (Kapalua
on Maui), myself and 17 other Superintendents from around the country had the opportunity to participate in “The Experience @ Farmlinks”.
Over the next three days, we participated in various presentations with Toro, BASF, Farmlinks Superintendant, Mark Langler, and had
the opportunity to talk with other superintendants form other regions and discuss issues that they face and practices they use to rectify these issues.
We also got hands on with Toro’s Turf Guard soil monitoring system, 800/DT Series Sprinklers and even got a first look at their new central control
software and added input and suggestions to the development of the product. On a course tour with Superintendant Mark Langler, he shared his
experiences with different products and equipment and various test that the facility has conducted with different grasses, fertilizers and watering
agents in conjunction with Turf Guard.
We did find time during our trip to unwind and have some fun. Carl Standifer from Toro took us to Talladega Speedway and Motorsports
Hall of Fame. Les dominated on the ping pong table (I thought I was watching a ping pong competition at the Olympics in China) while Orlando
and myself held our own on the pool table. We also got in on a little Texas Hold’em. Yes, we did play a few rounds of golf. It was during our first
round that we got our first taste of the “Next Gen” golf carts that will shut itself down if you venture into area’s that are “restricted” via GPS and
you must slowly make your way back in reverse until your back in a unrestricted area. These are just some of the many great amenities offered at
Farmlinks and I haven’t even touched on the food, but I’ll leave something for everyone to discover for themselves.

(Left photo) Orlando Baraoidan (back middle) trying to keep himself warm as temperatures averaged between 39-72 degrees Fahrenheit throughout
the day. (Right photo) Les Jeremiah Jr. and Matt Ellis on one of the signature holes at Farmlimks.
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On the Maintenance Trail… By: Les Jeremiah Jr., Jordan Abe, and Jim Russell

Aloooooohaaaa to all members! It’s time again to see what our fellow members are doing around the state. Here we
go! Jordan Abe starts off with the Oahu recap. Jordan reports the following on the Oahu members: Chad Higaki reports that he
has been at Ted Makalena G.C. now for 4 months and is gradually & quickly getting adjusted to his new work environment.
According to Chad, “It was a significant change, going from a private golf course to a city course.” He is adjusting to working
with different turf grasses (going from cool season to warm season greens) & a different weather climate (wet & cloudy to dry
& hot climate). Also, he is adjusting to his new responsibilities as the Superintendent, which includes the maintenance &
operations aspects of the golf course. He finds these new changes to be motivating and challenging, especially since he was at
Luana Hills for 18 years. Chad says that, “Leighton (Wong) helped lay the foundation for him at Makalena, and appreciates
the help he receives from his peer City &County of Honolulu Golf Course Superintendents”
Rolle Chang reports that his transition has been relatively smooth since his promotion to Head Superintendent. He says
that the transition has been manageable because of his superb maintenance crew & the training he received from his
predecessor, Chad Higaki. According to Rolle, “When Chad was here, he gave me the freedom to do many things, such as
running the crew.” Rolle appreciates all that Chad had done for him, especially giving him the chance to do all those things as
the Assistant. Over the 17 years at Luana Hills, Rolle has been out on the golf course but now is adjusted to doing office work.
He is gradually adjusting to the responsibilities of ordering irrigation & mechanical parts, as well as the pesticides/fertilizers.
Jared Nomitsu of Royal Kunia reports that over the past 5-6 months, the Oahu Invasive Species Committee (OISC) have
been actively removing the invasive species, Pampas Grass, around his golf course. Pampas Grass, a native of South America,
was introduced in the islands as an ornamental grass. The OISC began manually removing the Pampas Grass from Holes #2,
7, 12 & 15. Jared reported that the OISC was having difficulty removing this invasive species, even with the use of a backhoe.
They resorted to trimming the tops off the Pampas Grass, then applying non-selective herbicides to the existing grass. Once
removed, Jared is planning to re-landscape the areas with native plant species, including Ohi’a Lehua (from the OISC).
Kekoa Willing reports that he’ll be moving from Golf Course Superintendent at Ho’akalei C.C. to Navy Marine in early
March 2010. After spending about 1 ½ years focusing on the construction aspects of a golf course, he’s looking forward to refocusing his career on the maintenance aspects. Kekoa is bringing his 10 years of experience in the business and years of
maintaining TifEagle from King Kamehameha Golf Club to Navy Marine.
Jim Russell has the Big Island report. Jim reports the following: Latest news from the Big Island…Hualalai had another
success with their Champions Tour event in January. The Mitsubishi Electric Championship, which featured all of last year’s
winners on tour, had a large gallery come out to see the new “rookies” who participated, Fred Couples and Ryder Cup captain
Cory Pavin. Other players in the field included last year’s champ Bernhard Langer and last year’s British Open “Cinderella
story” Tom Watson. Superintendent Dan Husek had the Hualalai Course in spectacular shape and the tournament came down
to Watson out-dueling Couples with birdies on 17 and 18.
At Kukio Golf and Beach Club preparations for the Members Invitational in late February have Director of Agronomy Scott
Nair and his crew ironing out the final details for what will hopefully be a successful event.
Clint Tolbert at Nanea Golf Club just recently completed some tee renovations. They elevated one tee and extended another.
Preparations will begin soon for their club championship at the end of March.

Tom Watson wins at Hualalai
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(Continued from page 17)
Les Jeremiah Jr. reports the following for the Maui, Lanai, and Kauai. On the island of Maui, Orlando Baraoidan with the
Kapalua Plantation course reports that Juan Guiterrez has resigned and has taken to another venue in Cancun, Mexico with PGA
ties. He reports that they have begun the process of a complete irrigation renovation project with PVC pipes and Rainbird products.
One of the biggest improvements will be changing from a “Block Valve” system to a “Valve in Head” system. NICE! The project
begun February 8th of this year and is projected to take approximately 6 ½ months.
Russ Dooge, C.G.C.S. says that he experienced some good winter business and has experienced a pretty mild winter
overall when it comes to its relationship with the turf. He is planning on renovating about 4 Tifeagle greens that have been
contaminated with encroaching 328.
On Lanai, it has been pretty much status-quo for now. We are cautiously optimistic on future business and are continuing
to watch all expenses island wide to help lessen the punch of this economic slump. We are trying to work more closely with all
Castle & Cooke Operations on island to consolidate purchases, share expertise where necessary, and dissolve inventory between all
departments wherever possible instead of purchasing new items. (Ex. The Water Company may have irrigation parts that we need
or landscaping operations may be able to utilize certain fertilizers that we have.)
On Kauai, There is big news to report at Poipu Bay. C.J. Rebb says that after 21 years working there, he has decided to
move on. He will remain on as a casual consultant, but his Assistant Dean Uehara will step up to the task and become Golf Course
Superintendent. They are now accepting resumes for an Assistant Golf Course Superintendent. If anyone is interested, please
submit your resume to Craig Sasada at sasada@poipubaygolf.com or call 808-855-2364. C.J. also reports that starting April 1st of this
year, they will begin the process of converting all of their greens into Sea Isle Supreme Paspalum. The project is forecasted to end in
October of this year. C.J. says that after testing the Sea Isle 2000 and SeaDwarf cultivars, Sea Isle Supreme was the type that work
worked best for his site. Methyl Bromide will be used to help with any possible contamination issues in the future.
Robert Mederios reports that Victor Nemeth is settling in well. Robert says that they are not planning any major projects
at this time and is just carefully monitoring the future outlook of business for his operations before deciding on whether or not to
plan and budget for future projects. On the course, he says that they have begun adding sand into bunkers that require more of it
and eliminating bunkers that don’t really come into play to help reduce labor costs. Robert also says that Victor has also been very
instrumental in reducing weed populations throughout the entire golf course.
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Photos of the H.G.C.S.A. Dinner at the Coronado’s Boat House in San Diego

Another Successful H.G.C.S.A. Dinner! Thanks Again to Everyone for Attending and
Sponsoring This Event!!!
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Photos of the G.I.S. Show in the San Diego Convention Center

