December 2010 | Hawaii Golf Course Superintendents Association |

Mele Kalikimaka to all!!!

Sup’s Scoop
The Annual H.G.C.S.A. Golf Tournament for 2010
By: Bob Lillie (page 7)
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Fellow Superintendents and Members of the HGCSA,
It is yet another edition of our Electronic Superintendents’ Newsletter! Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive
and we will continue to strive for excellence in creating these newsletters for your reading pleasure.
Wow!!! This year has come and gone with 2011 quickly closing in on us. It has been a very productive and interesting
year for the board and all of its members. Everyone continues to be cautious, but optimistic about our economic recovery here
in Hawaii. Hotel occupancy levels and tourism are starting to rise and consumer spending is improving. 2011 is definitely the
year where things will start to happen.
Our Annual Seminar at the Hawaii Prince Hotel was hosted by D.H.R. Construction, Irrigation Hawaii LTD., and
Bryan Taylor Gordan Golf Irrigation. Although our key speaker, Golf Course Architect; Robin Nelson was not able to attend
due to a personal ailment, we were all fortunate to get educated by our gracious hosts. A special MAHALO to Danny, Joy,
Allen, and David!
For our annual golf tournament, we tried a different scheduling arrangement this year that included having the golf
tournament the following day. Golf Course Superintendent; Jared Nomitsu graciously hosted us at the Royal Kunia Golf Club.
Reviews were mixed, but just so you know, we will end up going back to the original scheduling format having the golf
tournament on the first day. Anyway, you can read about the tournament recap by Bob Lillie on page 7. Thanks again to Jared
for allowing us the opportunity and pleasure to have our tournament there.
We will soon be launching our H.G.C.S.A. website. This is a giant step for our Association and will help us get
acclimated into this new time and age of Social Networking. We will keep you abreast of its progress. We are hoping to launch
the new website by the end of January 2011.
We also would like to thank the Big Island Golf Course Association and C.G.C.S. Earl Sanders for allowing us to
attend one of your meetings and golf outings held in October at the private golf course of Keolu at Hualala’i. We want to make
it a goal to reach out and visit each Island’s Chapter to help rebuild the true spirit of Aloha and Unity between us.
We have also become a Chapter Member of the Hawaii Golf Alliance. This is a compilation of many Hawaiian Golf
affiliated chapters such as the First Tee Program, Aloha Section P.G.A., Hawaii Junior Golf Association, and etc. The #1 goal
of this organization is to create one voice for all of golf in Hawaii. As many of you know, Golf has a gigantic role in Hawaii’s
economic success. All of the chapters want to work together to help one another form solutions to any possible problems that
may arise that could prove to be detrimental to Hawaii’s golf industry. We also want to be able to provide suggestions to help
improve our golf industry. We’ll also keep you posted as this organization starts to form and grow.
Lastly, the Board and I would like to thank all of the members and sponsors of our organization for all of your
continued support in keeping the H.G.C.S.A. alive and well. It is only with the help of all of you that we can continue to strive
for excellence and look for ways to take our chapter to the next level.

With Warmest Aloha and Happy Holidays to All,
Les Jeremiah Jr.
H.G.C.S.A. President

3

4

The Makai course at Princeville, Kauai. Golf Course Superintendent Seth Miller and Assistant Golf Course Superintendent Damien Baptiste.
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Photos from the H.G.C.S.A. Annual Golf Tournament Held at the Royal Kunia Golf Club
on Oahu.

Our Platinum and Gold Sponsors (Starting from the back left) Water Controls (GOLD) H.G.P. (GOLD), B Hayman Co Ltd. (GOLD), C.P.S. (PLATINUM),
Pacific Golf and Turf (GOLD), (Front row, from left to right)Pacific Electro Mechanical (GOLD), Hawthorne Pacific (GOLD), Takano Nakamura (GOLD),
C.P.S. (PLATINUM), and Ali’i Turf (GOLD).

Our various flight champions

Low Gross Champion: Steve Takashige
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94‐062 Leokane St • Waipahu, HI 96797 • Ph (808) 671‐2811 • Fax (808) 677‐4961
Inter‐island Toll Free (800) 628‐9328

The Poipu Golf Course in Kauai. Golf Course Superintendent Dean Uyehara and Assistant Golf Course Superintendent Bryan Taylor.
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2010 H.G.C.S.A. Annual Golf Tournament Presented by Crop Production Services.
By: Bob Lillie

This year's HGCSA Annual Golf Tournament, presented by Crop Production Services was held at the Royal Kunia Golf
Club. It was a beautiful afternoon and contestants were treated to favorable playing conditions as the winds were mild and
the weather was perfect for golf. Jared Nomitsu, Golf Course Superintendent, did a fine job of preparing the course for the
tournament, as well as making all the arrangements for our banquet and awards ceremony afterwards. Thanks Jared!
As I mentioned earlier the conditions were terrific, which made for some great scores. The flight winners were: A - Ian
Hunt (Hoakalei), B - Kalani Voeller (Hoakalei), C - Jared Nomitsu! (Royal Kunia), and Guest - Eli Pablo (BEI). This year's Low
Gross champion was Stephen Takashige from Leilehua. Way to go, you lucky dog! Obviously each of these individuals has
much more time on their hands then they're leading onto, as is apparent by the impeccable playing skills they demonstrated.
Prizes were also awarded for the closest to the pin on the par 3's, sponsored by Landscape Hawaii. The winners were: hole
#5 - Chad Higaki, hole #8 - Bob Luat, hole #13 - Bob Lillie, and hole #17 - Wayne Yamamoto. In addition to their own
winnings, each member of their respective foursome also received a monetary prize for having been fortunate enough to be
paired with these fine golf aficionados. You're welcome.
Our after-tournament banquet and awards ceremony was every bit as enjoyable as the tournament itself. The food was
outstanding, the refreshments were bountiful, and the live entertainment, provided by our own President, Mr. Les Jeremiah,
was superb as he sang to the hits from today's top entertainers, such as Brittany Spears, Lady GaGa, Beyonce, and a bunch of
hip hop performers. I guess if you live on Lanai you have to provide your own entertainment, and Les had plenty of that to
go around. Other fine talent emerged from the likes of CPS's own Rob Dunford and long-time sup Tim Ayau, now with
Pacific Agricultural Sales. B. Hayman's Al Kakazu also made a guest appearance to add additional excitement to the evening.
Thanks to all the brave souls who ventured up to the mike to provide the memorable experience we all witnessed. Being one
of those who didn't have a drink that evening, I just have one word of advice for you guys, keep your day jobs.

Our first ever “Karaoke” jam session during the banquet following our tournament. Tim, Ron, and Al sang it up!

We would like to thank everyone who participated in this year's event. To all our Gold and Tee sponsors, thanks for your
support for without you this event wouldn't be possible. Also, thanks to all the golf courses who donated rounds of golf to be
used as prizes for our guest flight. Thank you to Jared Nomitsu and the staff at the Royal Kunia Golf Club for being a
gracious host for our tournament. And we would like to send a special Thank You out to the folks at CPS for being the title
sponsor at this year's event. Rob, Ron, Reggie, Sue, Al, and the rest of the folks there provide outstanding service for our
industry so please remember to thank them when one of them calls on you in support of your operations.
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Dollar Spot Update

By: Lane Tredway
Associate Professor and Extension Specialist
Department of Plant Pathology
North Carolina State University

Dollar spot, caused by the fungus Sclerotinia homoeocarpa, is the most important turfgrass disease worldwide. Dollar spot
develops all over the world, and can infect every species of grass that is grown for turf. According to some estimates, 40% of
fungicide applications made to turf are for the control of this single disease. Unfortunately, this fungus develops fungicide
resistance very quickly, and this severely limits the number of tools that superintendents have at their disposal to control
dollar spot.
Despite its importance, very little is known about dollar spot or the fungus that causes it. We don’t know how the fungus
spreads, where it survives when it’s not causing disease, the specific conditions that trigger its development, or how it
develops resistance to fungicides so quickly. Heck, we don’t even know what the correct Latin name is for the Dollar Spot
pathogen. We know that it isn’t really a Sclerotinia, but we don’t know what else to call it!
To fill these gaps in our knowledge, my research program has begun to focus almost exclusively on Dollar Spot, and in
particular, the development of fungicide resistance. First, we need to understand how this pathogen spreads, survives, and
reproduces. So for the last few years, we’ve been traveling the world to sample dollar spot populations from different turf
species for genetic analysis. So far, we’ve amassed over 3000 isolates from the US, Dominican Republic, Argentina, Chile,
United Kingdom, and Japan. Collecting trips to South Africa and Southeast Asia are in the plans for next year.
A few years ago, I had the opportunity to visit with Les Jeremiah on Lanai, along with Dr. Micah Woods from the Asian
Turfgrass Center. We toured The Experience at Koele and The Challenge at Manele and collected samples of dollar spot from
Creeping Bentgrass, Hilograss, and Seashore Paspalum. So far, we’ve learned a lot about the Dollar Spot pathogen from our
work with these Hawaiian isolates.
We were very surprised to find that the isolates we obtained from Creeping Bentgrass in Hawaii are nearly identical to
those that we obtained from cool-season grasses all across the continental United States. Similarly, the isolates we obtained
from Seashore Paspalum and Hilograss in Hawaii are nearly identical to our Bermudagrass isolates from North Carolina.
Since then, we’ve found similar trends in other parts of the world such as Europe and South America. These results tell us that
populations of this pathogen are very uniform, that the pathogen spreads long distances quite readily, and that techniques we
develop to prevent the development of fungicide resistance may be useful in many parts of the world.
We have found that isolates from Cool-Season grasses are different genetically from those that infect Warm-Season grasses,
although some cross-infection can occur in locations like The Challenge at Manele where Warm and Cool-Season grasses are
growing in close proximity. In the long term, we may be able to take advantage of this host specificity to develop Creeping
Bentgrass or Seashore Paspalum varieties with improved resistance to Dollar Spot.
Finally, we’ve also detected evidence of genetic recombination in populations of the Dollar Spot pathogen. Genetic
recombination can either sexually or asexually in fungi, and this is one way that genetic diversity evolves in fungal
populations. This may help to explain how the Dollar Spot pathogen develops resistance to fungicides so quickly.
We are just starting to learn about the Dollar Spot pathogen, how it spreads, where it survives, and how it develops
resistance to fungicides. This is a long term endeavor, but we are committed to developing practical solutions to control this
major turf disease. We appreciate the hospitality that Les Jeremiah and everyone else in Hawaii provided us during our
collection trip!
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Photos of the H.G.C.S.A. attending the B.I.G.C.S.A. Meeting in Kona
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Classes for Turf Managers available at the U.H./Windward Community College
Campus on Oahu Offered by Professor Dave Ringuette
AG 182 Turfgrass Management - meets Wed. 1:30-3:45pm, 1/12-5/13, (3) credits
Identification, maintenance, and planting of turf grass for home, Park, and golf course areas.

Discusses irrigation, fertilization,

species, and pest control.

AG 40 Turfgrass Equipment - meets TH 5-7:45pm 1/13-2/11 (1) credit
Teaches the operation and maintenance of equipment used in turf grass operations.

AG 36 Pesticide Safety - meets T 5-7:45pm, 2/14-3/18, (1) credit
Pesticide application, formulation, toxicity, transportation, storage, disposal, and rules and regulations governing
their use.
This course is worth 17 DOA recertification credits

AG 235 Irrigation Principles and Design meets W 5-7:45pm 1/12-5/13 (3) credit
Fundamentals of irrigation principles, plant, soil, water relationships, soil moisture sensing devices, delivery systems,
set up of drip, and sprinklers. Use of Chemigation.
Registration is now open. Here is a link to the on-line application
https://www.sis.hawaii.edu/uhdad/bwskalog.P_DispLoginNon
The cost is roughly $100 per credit

Any questions call me at 236-9265 or email ringuett@hawaii.edu
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Seashore Paspalum in England? By: Dr. Micah Woods
Seashore paspalum doesn’t really grow in England, but I saw some interesting dried specimens
of the grass when I was at London in July. I had been at St. Andrews to volunteer at the Open
Championship and I traveled to England the next week to visit golf courses and to go to Kew Gardens.
There is an herbarium at Kew Gardens that has specimens of plants from all over the world. To me, an
herbarium is like a library, but of plants rather than of books.
What was I doing looking for seashore paspalum at the Kew Garden herbarium? I wanted to see
what Paspalum types had been collected from Southeast Asia. In 2008 and 2009 I made presentations at
the USGA Regional Seminar in Hawaii in which I mentioned that seashore paspalum tends to be
overgrown by other grasses in Southeast Asia. But I have seen that in Hawaii, Seashore Paspalum tends
to overgrow Bermudagrass. I had a hunch that I could find something interesting in the old files at Kew,
and I did (Figure #1).

Figure #1.

(Continued on next page)
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The turf-type paspalum sample at left was collected in Bangkok in 1923, and the common-type Seashore
Paspalum was collected at an island in the Gulf of Thailand in 1927. Clearly Seashore Paspalum has been
present in the wild in Southeast Asia for a long time. But it grows in the wild here only in tidal swamps
or other wet areas, and it is the common type that spreads quickly in poor-draining areas of maintained
turf.
I saw that there are a wide range of types of Seashore Paspalum. The dwarf turf-type looks very
much like an improved cultivar such as Sea Isle 2000 with its short internodes. And the type at right I had
previously thought was a different species altogether, but the botanists at Kew Gardens confirm that it is
seashore paspalum. So I realize now that what we use on golf courses is actually a dwarf type of Seashore
Paspalum, with a slower growth rate than the common type. And the dwarf type just doesn’t spread in
Southeast Asia unless it is given a lot of intensive maintenance to create the right kind of growing
environment. The grass has been around this part of the world for at least a century (I saw other samples
at Kew that were collected in the 1880’s) but it doesn’t spread into maintained turf. The common type
does spread into wet areas of maintained turf.
There must be something about the temperatures or the humidity or the day length in Southeast
Asia that causes dwarf types of seashore paspalum to struggle under typical golf course conditions
compared with bermudagrass or zoysiagrass. And seashore paspalum, from what I have seen,
outperforms Bermudagrass and Zoysiagrass in many cases in Hawaii. So there is a difference in the
performance of the grass at Hawaii and in Southeast Asia, and I am so interested to learn more about
why Seashore Paspalum grows so well at Hawaii.
(Continued on next page)

Figure #2.

This golf course at Hanoi (Figure #2) has been open for less than three years. But what is going on
in the rough to make it look like “a battlefield” as the superintendent told me earlier this month? This is a
bermuda removal program from a course that was planted in 2007 to seashore paspalum. The course’s
owner wants to have a monostand of seashore paspalum so he has asked the maintenance team to
remove all the bermuda. In Southeast Asia, the bermuda will tend to expand and expand until it almost
completely chokes out the seashore paspalum. In some areas of this still relatively new course, 100% of
the rough was removed and replanted to plugs of seashore paspalum (Figure #3).

Figure #3.

Dr. Micah Woods is President of the Asian Turfgrass Center (www.asianturfgrass.com).

MAHALO TO ALL OF OUR SPONSORS THAT HELPED TO MAKE OUR
2010 H.G.C.S.A. GOLF TOURNAMENT A SUCCESS!

Hawaii Golf Course Superintendents Association
ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
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